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Thank you to Development Centers for hosting our Esther Dean 

Callard Award Banquet on June 28th.  
 

 Please see page 2 for details regarding upcoming chapter events.  Chapter Events 

The Esther Dean Callard Award is awarded biennially to an individual who has met specific criteria including exceptional 
commitment to the enhancement of the quality of life for infants and families, innovative change, mentorship, and contribu-
tion to the Metro Detroit Association for Infant Mental Health.  
 
Esther Dean Callard was Professor Emeritus of Human Development at Wayne State University and former Chairperson of 
the Department of Family and Consumer Resources.  Dr. Callard made important contributions to infants and their families 
through training, administration, advocacy, research, service and legislation.  She recognized the importance of infancy as a 
time for developing strong and stable relationships within families.  Her commitment to the children and their families never 
wavered.   

Congratulations to Shelle Russell for receiving the  

Esther Dean Callard Award!  

 
 

“Her work in foster care gives a 

unique lens and understanding 

of the impact multiple moves 

and trauma can have on a 

child’s ability to trust.”  

 

~Karol Wilson (IMH supervisor 

at Starfish Family Services) 

“Under her direction, IMH clinicians have grown in their understanding 

and implementation of the model and developed positive working    

relationships with psychiatrists and other key stakeholders, leading to 

better outcomes for clients.”   

 ~ Carlynn Nichols (Chief Clinical Officer, The Children’s Center)  

“She may not be the loudest in the room, the moist boisterous, or 

flashy, however, her passion for IMH services is always evident and 

displayed in a consistent manner.”   

~Megan Clor (Director, Clinical Services, The Children’s Center) 

Shelle is a supervisor at The Children’s Center’s infant mental health program and has also 

served on the MD-AIMH board in a variety of roles, including President. Shelle was  

nominated by her colleagues and program supervisor, with support from her staff. 
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S P E C I A L   E V E N T  
 

Tuesday, September 13, 2016  

Huntington Woods Library, 5:30pm  

 

Relationships Count: The use of reflective consultation within a professional development 

setting 

 

Presenters: Marian Orihel, Karin Nanos, & Jennifer Champagne  

 

The presenters will discuss the development and implementation of Relationships Count, a professional 

development series offered to special education early intervention home visitors in Oakland County.  This 

series was also the subject of a qualitative research study.  The presenters will offer insights from 

perspectives of the reflective group facilitator, a supervisee, and the researcher.  

 

Dinner will be served!  Practitioners from all disciplines are welcome.  There is no cost to attend!  

 

Please RSVP to Carla Barron at carlacbarron@wayne.edu by Friday, September 9th.  

The Metro Detroit Association for Infant Mental Health is pleased to once again be a co-sponsor for  

Explorations in Development.  Chapter members support at our annual fundraiser make it possible to sponsor 

quality professional development opportunities such as Explorations in Development and the Child Welfare  

Reflective Consultation Group.  
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Kate Fox, LMSW, IMH-E (III)®, CD (DONA), is an Early Childhood Therapist at 

Development Centers.  She would like to thank MD-AIMH for sponsoring the Child 

Welfare Reflective Consultation Group that meets monthly with Kathleen Baltman. The 

group is comprised of IMH clinicians within the tri-county area,tackling the unique 

challenges specific to supporting/advocating for the youngest voices in the child 

welfare system.  Her participation in the reflective consultation group and work in Baby 

Court inspired this newsletter’s book review selection. 

Book Review 

Current Board Members 

 

President  Katie Wisniewski 
   kwisniewski@develctrs.org 

 

Vice-President  Rebecca Wheeler 
   dornrebe@hotmail.com 
 

Treasurer  Karen Anthony 

  

Training/Programming  Carla Barron  

 

Communications  Amy Park-Goeddeke 

    

State Representative Marian Orihel 

 

Fundraising  Angela Welton  

Now, it’s your turn! 
Seasonal newsletters provide an opportunity to share information 

with our chapter members. 
  

Katie Wisniewski 
kwisniewski@develctrs.org 

Rebecca Wheeler 
dornrebe@hotmail.com 

Share a co-worker’s success, program or community news  

or a meaningful poem, article or essay. 

Given the evolution of my caseload in recent years, I find myself supporting young chil-

dren more and more through significant transitions - not just from exiting out of therapy 

or home to preschool/Head Start/kindergarten but also from foster care to adoption.  In 

doing so, I’ve found the book Wherever You Are My Love Will Find You by Nancy 

Tillman to be a great tool in supporting all transitions.  The “characters” referenced in the 

book are a variety of different animals - realistic in appearance - to support the central 

theme of wherever you go my love goes with/will find you.  [You may be familiar with 

Nancy Tillman because of her book On the Night You Were Born with the dancing polar 

bears on the cover among other books that she has authored.]  The message is easily gen-

eralizable to a variety of situations, which is why I enjoy using it and tailoring it to each 

child and family I work with.   

 

What a powerful message for a birthmother to send her child off with upon relinquishing 

her parental rights or post-termination of parental rights.  The book makes for a special 

gift that a birthparent might wish to gift to his/her child at a last visit, personalize a little further with a special note inside and/or 

the birthparents’ (or foster parents’, pending the circumstances) picture taped inside for remembrance. Used in this way, the book 

becomes a tangible part of a child’s narrative as well as a direct mode in supporting the grief/loss process.  The book can also be a 

useful tool to support transition out of therapy as the message can become one of love that has developed over time through the 

process of working with the child, getting to know them, and seeing how far he/she has come.  Wherever You Are My Love Will 

Find You is recommended for children ages 4-8, but I would recommend beginning it as early as in the womb whenever  possible.  

One is never too young to hear and learn that love can travel through boundaries of time, space, and relationship! 

 

 

 

The MD-AIMH is seeking chapter members 

to fill our vacant board member and        

committee positions. Please contact             

Katie Wisniewski at the email listed at the 

bottom of this page to learn more about    

supporting your local chapter.  
 

 

 


